[image: image1.jpg]Bath Spa
University



Lifelong Learning Initial Teacher Training

Course Materials


Activity:  Who are your learners?
Purpose:  To enable trainees to start thinking constructively about their learners, their needs, barriers and ability levels
Objectives: 

By the end of this activity, trainees should be able to list those key things they need to know about their learners and identify ways in which they can learn this information.
Activity:
Part 1:  pairs activity
In pairs, describe your learners to a partner as though they may need to teach them.

Part 2: Plenary and wordstorm
Feedback on board:  what aspects of the learners did you describe?

From this, wordstorm what else they need to know about their learners:

Examples:  number of learners, ages, gender, cultural background, family situation, initial assessment results, previous experience in the subject, previous academic background, motivation for doing the course, specific learning difficulties, other disabilities/difficulties, behavioural problems, etc etc.

Part 3: small group activity

Discuss:

· How much of this do you already know about your learners?

· How are you going to find it out?

· What sort of initial assessment do you do?

· How effective is it in giving you the information you want.

Look at Guide to Practical Teaching, Section 2 requirements.  How are you going to present the information you need?
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