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Study Skills - (Understanding Assignment Questions) – Year 1 (And Possibly Year 2)
Purpose:

· To develop the skills of students in answering the question

Learning outcomes:

By the end of this task, students will be able to:

· Define some of the key words in assignment briefs

Resources needed:

· Sets of laminated cards of “Terms” and “Definitions” using different coloured paper for terms and definitions.

· Handout (example attached)

Task:

Group discussion

Each group has set of “Terms” cards and set of “Definitions” cards.

Need to match the correct definition to the correct term.

In feedback and discussion, emphasise importance of “verb”.

Give out summarizing handout at end.

TERMS

Analyse

Compare

Illustrate

Outline

State

Summarise

Review

Clarify

Comment on

Consider

Demonstrate

Describe

Discuss

Contrast

Explain

DEFINITIONS

Look very closely at the detail

Say how things are the same and different

Give examples to make your points clear.  It can also mean to use diagrams, drawings or figures to support your answer.

Describe without too much detail.  Give the main features of.

Present the information clearly but briefly

Using your own words, bring together the main points without including detail or examples

Go over the whole thing picking out the important parts to give your opinion on

Make it simple and clear

Give your opinions or point of view

Take into account.  What are your thoughts about it?

Show using lots of examples

Give a detailed account of something as it is.  You do not need to give your opinion on it

Give the important reasons for and against and come to some conclusion from these

Show how things are different

Make the information clear by giving reasons for it

Understanding the assignment question: 

terms and definitions list

TERMS

DEFINITIONS

Analyse

Look very closely at the detail

Compare

Say how things are the same and different

Illustrate
Give examples to make your points clear.  It can also mean to use diagrams, drawings or figures to support your answer

Outline
Describe without too much detail.  Give the main features of.

State


Present the information clearly but briefly

Summarise
Using your own words, bring together the main points without including detail or examples

Review
Go over the whole thing picking out the important parts to give your opinion on

Clarify

Make it simple and clear

Comment on
Give your opinions or point of view

Consider
Take into account.  What are thoughts about it?

Demonstrate
Show using lots of examples

Describe
Give a detailed account of something as it is.  You do not need to give your opinion on it

Discuss
Give the important reasons for and against and come to some conclusion from these

Contrast

Show how things are different

Explain
Make the information clear by giving reasons for it.


Can you think of any other words often used in assignments? List them here.  What do they mean?

Could you use this sort of exercise with your students?
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