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Whatis the role of an ALS?

What is the role of an ALS?
by ASSOC Admin - Wednesday, 15 July 2008, 0245 PM

Having ALS {Additional Learning Support) during the classes is s great help but what do you think their role in the class
is? Orshould be?

Reply

Re: What is the role of an ALS?

by ASSOT Moderator - Wednesday, 15 July 2009, 0245 PM

As the class tutor, the way an in-class support worker is utilised is largely up to you. Good practice would dictate that
the teacher and support worker cpen a dialogue around the best strategies to support a learner or group of learners.
Lesson observers would expect to see support assistant's activities written into lesson plans and evidence of two-way
communication before and during the lesson. The important thing to remember is that the support assistant is there
for the leamer and should be used in 8 way that enables the lesmer to scoess the sessicn whilst maintsining their
independence. That's the tridey bit: "How do we support learners to ensure that they make the most of the sessions
without making them dependent on the support assistant?™ The use of “tapered” support plans is useful in thie respect.
that's where the intensity of support diminishes slowly over time and helps the learner gain grester and grester
independence.
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8. Click on Reply.
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Re: What is the role of an ALS?
Tl by Jonn Gresmmeken - Wednesday, 19 August 2009, 1110 AM

ALS can start with a small group support programme and then identify users who need more personal care. It is
worth having a8 clear understanding of the lesson plan with the help of the lead teacher so that the support
required can be identified early on. This would save time and prepare the learner in advance. In addition,
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10. The following screen will appear, showing you all the
details of the posting to which you are replying.
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=28 VWhat is the role of an ALS?
LT by ASSOC Admin - Wednesday, 15 July 2009, 0245 PM

Having ALS (Additicnal Learning Support) during the classes is a great help but what do you think their role in the class
is? Orshould be?

Re: What is the role of an ALST by ASS0OC Moderator - Wednesday, 15 July 2009, 02:45 PM
Re: What is the role of an ALS? by John Greenwich - Wednesday, 19 August 2009, 11:10 AM
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15. Read your reply carefully
and, when you are happy with it,
click on Post to forum.

Your post was successfully added.

16. The following message will appear.
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You have 30 mins to edit it if you want to malke any changes.

( Continue )
Copyright © 2009 HUDCETT All rights resened.

any changes to your posting.
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wait a few seconds — the screen below
will automatically appear.
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independence. That's the tricky bit; "How do we support leamers to ensure that they make the most of the sessions.
without making them dependent on the support assistant? The use of “tapered’ support plans is wseful in thie respect.
tha the intensity of support diminishes slowly over time and helps the leamer gain greater and grester
independence.

| Re: What is the role of an ALE?
53R by Jomn Gresmwich - W 13 Augus: 2009, 11510 AM

ALS can start with 3 small group support programms and then identify users who nesd more personal care. Itis
worth having & clear understanding of the lesson plan with the help of the lead tescher so that the support required
can be identified earhy on. This would save time and prepare the leamer in sdvance. In addition, perhaps it would
make the kearmer more confident in the actusl session and encourage them to be more independant.

Re: What is the role of an ALS?
oy Flona Smim - Thursdsy, 3 Sepeember 2003, 11-52 AM

I'd just like to 3dd one point to this discussion. | have observed many classes whers leamers had an ALS worker and
in some sessions | have se=n the tescher in chargs of the class dirsct their comments andior instructions to the ALS
worker and not the leamer! So, it's important to remember that the leamer is st the centre of the leaming, not the ALS
worker.
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How to... start a new discussion topic
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Your postwas successfully added.

{ Continue }
Copyright & 2005 HUDCETT All rights reserved.

You have 30 mins to edit it if you want to make any changes.

22. The following
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on Continue or wait
a few seconds — the
following screen will
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23. You will see
your posting on the
list when you return

If you wish to edit or
delete your post,
you can do so by

clicking on the title Discussion
of the.pOSt- The ] Are we creating dependent learers?
following screen will

What is the role of an ALS?
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members can start and contribute to threads.
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Are we creating dependent learners?
by Fiona Smith - Thursday, 3 September 2009, 12:24 PM

24. Click on Edit to make
amendments, corrections etc.

Remember: You have 30
minutes in which to do this.

| have been reading the work of Ecclestone, who makes a good case for suggesting that we are in danger of oreating dependent, rather than
independent, learners, through the rise of what she calls therapeutic education”. {Kathryn Ecclestone & Dennis Hayes (2008) The Dangerous
Rize of Therspeutic Education. London. Routledge). The “fragile learner that our cument system can produce can be dependent on the
systemns and individuals in education. | heard her speak and she said that, during induction, we are very quidk to tell our students about the
support systems that are in place should they encounter difficulties, thersby planting the seed of difficulty rather than encouraging the
learners to relish the challenges with enthusissm and = paositive attitude.  What does anyone else think sbout this® When you look oritically
at how you introduce students to the subject and how those students are taught, are they in danger of becoming fragile learmers?

Edit | Delete | Reply

ch forum

25. If you wish to delete your posting, click on Delete.
Don’t worry about deleting items by accident - you will
always be asked if you are sure whether or not you want
to delete anything.

Remember: You have 30 minutes in which to do this.
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Practitioners and the Community Forum

If you are a: Utilisation of the Community Forum
Teacher 1 Demonstrate tutor activity: either post a new topic or a reply to an existing
Educator topic on the Community Forum. Display this to trainees to encourage them to

utilise their own specialist Community Forums.

2 Start a session with a Forum: periodically, use the first 15 minutes of a
session to encourage trainees to read and engage with their own specialist
Community Forums.

3 Encourage trainees to use their Forum contributions to evidence
achievement of ITE assessment criteria: For further details, see OurSubject
and LLUK Units of Assessment: Information and Guidance for Teacher
Educators and Initial Teacher Education Trainees.

Practitioner Community Forum contributions in which subject specialist pedagogy is

applying for discussed could be utilised as evidence for Personalised Element 1 — Subject

A/QTLS Currency.

(Professional Evidence of membership of and contribution to ASSOCiate Online

Formation) demonstrates engagement with a wider community of practice, which could be
used as evidence for Personalised Element 5 — Reflective Practice.

Practitioner See Case Study below.

collating CPD

activity records

ITE trainee Community Forum contributions can be utilised as evidence of achievement of

many ITE assessment criteria, e.g. engaging with a wider community of
practice, updating subject specialist knowledge, utilising new and emerging
technologies. For further details, see OurSubject and LLUK Units of
Assessment: Information and Guidance for Teacher Educators and Initial
Teacher Education Trainees.

Case Study — ASSOCiate Online and CPD

Sue is a Skills for Life practitioner with an Adult and Community Learning provider, specialising in
the teaching of Numeracy. She had a pedagogical dilemma about the teaching of the concept of
prime numbers to a Level 2 Numeracy group. She posted her thoughts on this in the Community
forum, briefly outlining the strategies that she had employed and the difficulties her learners had
encountered. Other practitioners replied and suggested alternative strategies, which Sue critically
evaluated. She then tried some of these strategies out in her classes. Her students responded
particularly well to one of the strategies and their understanding, and hence their results, improved.
She printed off the records of the Forum discussion and briefly wrote up the process to include this
information in her CPD records for the IfL. In doing so, Sue met the tripartite conditions that
comprise the IfL’s definition of CPD; that is, that the practitioner must be able to provide evidence
of:

1. critical reflection on activity;

2. impact on practice;

3. impact on learners’ achievement and success.
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