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An illustration of the role of the Teacher
Resources: 
1.

A selection of carrier bags of various sizes and colours. I use a wide range from very small jewellers, perfume shop bags to designer bags from a variety of outlets. The important thing is that they are very different and of very different sizes colours and qualities
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2.

A box of balls of differing shapes and sizes to include: rugby, football, hockey, squash, Ping-Pong, tennis I have used a medicine ball and reaction balls , these are knobbly shaped balls  that bounce in irregular patterns. [image: image4.jpg]
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And a large exercise ball, the variety that one can roll on top of. I borrow from the college sports centre
The session 

· I ask the students teachers to select a bag. They then identify features of their bag,

· As a group we identify the commonality of the bags,

· They all are used to carry things,

· They can all hold something

· Most importantly we identify that they are different with similarities.

· They are in fact very like students, some more colourful than others some are less robust others have strength and durability.

· I pronounce that because I am very experienced and know a lot (if not all) about teaching. We agree that what I know is of importance to their achievement. I am their teacher and they need me to give then all my knowledge of teaching. I then excuse my self from the room to collect… My knowledge!

· I leave the room and return with the exercise ball that I have hidden from view, and then I try to fit my knowledge into their students, carrier bags. This is impossible, how clever must I be. (Not very!)
The Conclusion/ Learning
· Teachers may know a great deal but unless it can be held in the carrier bags and taken from the room it is of little value.

· The teacher has to deliver knowledge in small bite sized pieces.  

· Information comes in all shapes, densities and volumes.

· Matching this is in essence differentiation and accommodating individuals is a step towards effective learning equality.
· Their teacher has to chop it into small pieces. At this point I am filling bags with small tennis balls and recognising that some students need rugby shaped information others need squash ball information and every thing in between. 

Adaptation of this exercise:
Add envelopes to the bags which contain profiles of students and specific learning needs, learning issues that require differentiation in delivery. Behaviours that most teachers come across that are associated with poor understanding, frustration and feeling over whelmed with the level or pace of a class. And the rare behaviours only very few experience.

 This is used to promote discussion and explore what strategies would be deployed, to understand where the teachers responsibility lies when to refer on when to ask for guidance when to call in support.

 Linking educational theory to practice and evaluation of personal teaching and student achievement. 
