PTLLS Theory (C & G) Task 4: Candidate C

Explain the ways in which you would establish ground rules with your learners, which underpin appropriate behaviour and respect for others
How I would establish ground rules for learners would depend on age and experience of the learning group.

I would expect an older and more experienced group of learners to be more mature and establish ground rules based on how they would expect people to behave in a group-learning environment, for example a popular mantra is “treat others how you would expect to be treat yourself”.

Ground rules provides a structure for people who may be nervous about returning to an educational environment, as they know what to expect and what is expected from them.

Treating the group as adults, and respecting their opinions would be a personal ground rule. However, some ground rules may need flexibility. For example, learners with vocal Tourette syndrome would be excused if they used bad language in class.  
For an older group of learners I would spend some time at the beginning of the first session making sure everyone got to know each other and then I would explain that it is important that as a group we decide how we want to work together.  I would divide the class into groups of 4 and give each group a piece of paper and ask them to discuss the sorts of ‘rules’ they would like to see in place.  After about five minutes I would get the groups to move round and look at the ideas put forward by the other groups.  At the end of this we would agree which of the ‘rules’ would suit us as a group.  I always think it is a good idea to agree on what happens if someone breaks a ‘rule’ but this may not suit all adult groups.

Another way I develop Ground Rules with younger students is to have a class discussion.  I facilitate the discussion and write the suggestions down.  Once we have all agreed the ‘rules’ including some I may suggest, I get everyone to sign it.  If we are always in the same room I pin the ‘agreement’ to the notice board but if we use lots of rooms I try to type up the agreement and hand out copies so that everyone is constantly reminded of what we agreed.
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